
         Percolation Test Measuring Tool Instructions 
 

 

 

Supplies 

1.  Wooden Yard Stick (metal will be too heavy) 

2.  4 inch PVC pipe – 36 inches or cut to desired length.  Don’t exceed the length of the 

yard stick. 

3.  Toilet tank plastic float. (in the toilet plumbing section), Styrofoam ball, or other 

floatation item.   

4.  Epoxy putty  

5.  4 inch flat end caps.  You will need 2.   

6.  Drill and drill bit  

7.  Saw to cut the PVC pipe. 

 

Instructions 

1.  Insert the yardstick into the top of the float.  You will need to cut an opening in the top 

just big enough for the yard stick.  Use epoxy putty or other material to seal around the 

yard stick and float so it is watertight.   

2.  Cut 4” PVC to desired length (approximately 36”).  This fits nicely into a 5” diameter 

perc test hole.  Make sure the PVC pipe is not longer than the length of the yardstick and 

float.   

3.  Drill holes around the bottom 8” of the PVC pipe.  The holes should be large enough 

to allow water to easily flow in and out of the PVC pipe.   

4.  Cut a slot in the middle of one of the flat end caps.  The slot should be big enough for 

the yard stick to freely move up and down without touching the PVC.   

5.  Attach end cap to the bottom of the PVC with the holes.   

6.  Insert float and yard stick into top of the PVC pipe.  Slide yard stick into the slot in the 

other end cap and place onto PVC pipe.   

7.  Don’t glue on the end caps.  You want to be able to pull off the end caps so you can 

clean the inside of the PVC pipe.  



 

 


